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points of pride  

Robotics Program Continues to Grow
Here at Chester County Hospital, more than 1,200 surgeries have 

been performed by our Urologists, Gynecologists and now our 

General Surgeons using the da Vinci Si Robotic System. Specifi cally, 

our robotically-trained General Surgeons – Dr. Pamela Demnicki, Dr. 

Steven Fukuchi, Dr. Donelle Rhoads and Dr. Kenneth Witterholt – have 

performed more single-incision gallbladder removals (230 and count-

ing) than any other hospital in Delaware, South Jersey and the entire 

Philadelphia region. In addition, our General Surgeons also perform 

appendectomies, low anterior resections, hernia repairs and surgery 

for gastric refl ux and diverticulitis using robotic technology. The 3D 

camera and increased dexterity of robotics allows for more precise 

and less invasive abdominal surgery than ever before. This may 

result in faster recovery for patients. Because of the experience of our 

Robotics team, we have been designated as an observation center 

for other General Surgeons training to use robotics. Dr. Demnicki is a 

robotics proctor and trains other General Surgeons throughout the 

region to use this new technology.

Seated: Dr. Rhoads, standing from left: Dr. Fukuchi, 

Dr. Witterholt and  Dr. Demnicki.
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Penn Partnership: 
Our First Year in Review

WE JOINED PENN MEDICINE ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2013.

 HERE IS AN ABBREVIATED LIST OF WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED SINCE THAT DATE:

Photo by: Rick Davis

Facilities and Technology
• The hospital celebrated the opening of 72 all private 

rooms on the Lasko Tower.

• A new MRI was installed in Exton.

• The Radiology Department added Breast Tomosynthesis 
at Fern Hill.

• The Cath Lab was renovated with new GE equipment.

• The ED launched its Rapid Treatment Area, reducing 
patient wait times to under 10 minutes on average.

• Construction started on Penn Medicine Southern Chester 
County – a comprehensive medical site to serve our 
neighbors in West Grove and surrounding area.

Quality*
• The Cancer Program was one of only 74 programs in the 

country to receive the Commission on Cancer’s Outstanding 
Achievement in 2013.

• The Intensive Care Unit received the Silver Beacon Award
for Excellence.

• The Chest Pain Center earned re-accreditation.

• The hospital received the 2013 VHA APEX Award – Silver Level 
for exceptional performance in VTE and patient falls prevention.

• The Emergency Department (ED) achieved 97% patient 
satisfaction (top 3% in the country).

• The Nursing Department submitted its 3,000-page 

Magnet document for quality review.

Clinical Programs
• A Thoracic Oncology Clinic started at the hospital, introducing 

Dr. John Kucharczuk to patients with lung health concerns.

• The Gynecology-Oncology program integrated into the Penn 
Medicine service line, and Drs. Robert Giuntoli, Mark Morgan 
and Janos Tanyi began seeing patients.

• The Radiation Oncology Department introduced TrueBeam 
technology with RapicArc, SBRT and HDR, as well as a 
new CT Simulator, and it welcomed Dr. Andre Konski as its 
Medical Director.

• Penn Neurosurgery opened an offi  ce in West Chester, welcom-
ing experts such as Drs. James Schuster and Donald O’Rourke 
to the region.

• The Operating Room adopted Single Site surgical capabilities, 
thus surpassing the 1200th robotic surgical case since starting 
the program in 2011.  See photo below. 

• The ED and Pediatrics departments cooperatively introduced 
the Pediatric Emergency Department model with CHOP.

• Additional experts, such as Drs. Paula Barry, Karen Baird and 
Catherine Porter, were recruited to join hospital-employed 
practices across the county.

*  Although our quality initiatives are certainly enhanced by joining  

 Penn Medicine, achieving recognition for many of these initiatives  

 was already in progress prior to joining the health system.
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a photo 
journey 
into the

patient-
centric

SIGNING 
THE  BEAM

Upholding construction tradition, 

members of the Chester County Hospital 

family signed a ceremonial beam, which 

was then hoisted into place during a 

Topping Out service. 

 

GROUND 
BREAKING 

With silver shovels in hand, hospital 

leadership marked the ceremonial 

start of the tower construction 

project by breaking ground. 
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+93,000 
SQUARE FEET

3 FLOORS ADD

design of 

the Lasko 

Tower
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